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Strabo, an author of whom he knew no satisfactory edi-
tion. Amongst the Pembroke MSS. may still be found his
painstaking and copious notes collected for this purpose,
and Mason possessed in Gray's handwriting " a great num-
ber of geographical disquisitions, particularly with respect'
to that part of Asia which comprehends Persia and India;
concerning the ancient and modern names and divisions
of which extensive countries his notes are very copious."
This edition of Strabo never came to the birth, and the
same has to be said of his projected Plato, the notes for
every section of which were in existence when Mason came
to examine his papers. Another labour over which he toil-
ed in vain was a text of the Greek Anthology, with trans-
lations of each separate epigram into Latin elegiac verse, a
task on which he wasted months of valuable time, and
which he then abandoned. His MS., however, of this last-
mentioned work came into his executors' hands, copied
out as if for the press, with the addition, even, of a very
full index, and it is a little surprising that Mason should
not have hastened to oblige the world of classical students
with a work which would have had a value at that time
that it could not be said to possess nowadays. Lord
Chesterfield confidently " recommends the Greek epigrams
to the supreme contempt" of his precious son, and in so
doing gauged rightly enough the taste of the age. It
would seem that Gray had the good-sense to enjoy the
delicious little poems of Meleager and his fellow-singers,
but had not moral energy enough to insist on forcing them
upon the attention of the world. He lamented, too, the
neglect into which Aristotle had fallen, and determined to
restore him to the notice of English scholars. As in the
previous cases, however, his intentions remained unfulfilled,
and we turn with pleasure from the consideration of all*
